cannot be denied that those who feel moved to accept
my case as here presented must find themselves in
opposition to the recent and indeed to the present
policies of the Conservative Party.

But let us look behind present policies and think
in terms of ultimate principles. I have already said
that I regard the fundamental principle of Liberalism
as perfectly sound. But I have insisted that through a
misunderstanding of human nature the Liberal Party
is now going about the business of applying this
principle in a way well calculated to lead to disaster.
Having thus criticized my own Party, I hope Conser-
vatives will bear with me if I make a somewhat
similar criticism of theirs.

After all, what is the fundamental principle of
Conservatism? Clearly it must be to conserve some-
thing. To conserve, perhaps, "all that is best in the
traditions of British life,55 to preserve "the fine human
relationships between man and man which have been
a feature of our history." I hope Conservatives will
feel that an outsider has interpreted their outlook
with sufficient accuracy for the purpose of the present
argument.

From the seventeenth century onwards3 Round-
heads, Whigs, Radicals, and Liberals, contended for
economic laissez-faire. Cavaliers, Tories and Con-
servatives resisted. Why? Because in their view Liberals
were sweeping away the fine old personal relationships
of our traditional order and establishing a kind of
life in which the connection between man and man
would become entirely one of soulless economics.

The fine old personal relationships of the old days
were in fact bound up with the old system of property
ownership. Therefore, as a means of defending the
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